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A Special
Garden at Risk

Stepping Out for Our Children and Their Families
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the mission to save Prouty
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school graduates or college students who are residents
such as our Annual Paces for Faces Walk and Family
of New England (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
Picnic. This past year, FFC made a commitment to award
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont) are
up to $20 thousand in annual scholarships to deserving
eligible to apply.
young adults who meet the requirements of any of the
The Foundation selects award recipients based on
four FFC scholarships:
their academic performance, extracurricular activities
The Jane C. McDaid Memorial Scholarship
and community service. Applicants are exceptional
(in memory of FFC past president and board member, Jane
students — creative, compassionate, and perseverant.
McDaid) is awarded to an applicant with a history of
FFC is proud to be able to play a small role in helping
substantial community service.
their dreams to come true as they pursue their college
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FFC Scholarship Awards Program Enters 18th Year
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In Your Own Words
By Kirby Vigneau-Murphy
Our son Owen is a very active three-year-old who just happened to be born with a unilateral cleft lip and palate.The
youngest of our four children, he is also our only child born with a cleft lip and palate. I remember that even though we
were experienced parents, we were very nervous about all the surgeries he would have to undergo when he was a baby.
Throughout the first year, we would go to Boston Children’s Hospital to meet with Dr. Mulliken and Dotty MacDonald.
Their whole team supported us greatly throughout the difficult first year. It felt like such a victory to make it through each
surgery as well as all the baby milestones like holding his head up and crawling.There was so much information to take in
and I think both my husband Joe and I just wanted to be the best parents we could for Owen and our other kids.
Every year the Foundation for Faces of Children hosts events for families to meet, connect, and share their experiences and offer support to
one another. In the spring of 2014, we attended the Lowell Spinners game and had a great family day with FFC.The kids loved it and enjoyed
running the bases on the field. A couple weeks later, our family attended the 2014 FFC Scholarship Awards reception. It was a very special
night because it was also the retirement celebration for Dotty MacDonald.While we were
waiting for the ceremony to start we met the Chaves family.They came right up to us
to introduce themselves, mentioning that they recognized us from the Lowell Spinners
game.Their daughter Olivia shared with us that she had also been born with a cleft lip
and palate. Olivia, her parents Joe and Janice and her brother Eric discussed with us topics
ranging from the different surgeries, dental care, school and any social impacts having the
surgeries might cause. Joe and Janice gave us advice on how to best advocate for Owen
based on their experience with Olivia.They were so candid and honest in answering our
many questions. It was great to be able to ask Olivia — a junior in High School — what
it was like to grow up with a craniofacial difference. Her insight put Joe and me at ease
with all the “what ifs” parents with a child with a craniofacial difference may have. It
was reassuring to meet a family that had gone on a similar journey to what our family
would be facing for the next eighteen years or so.
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Falmouth Road Race — Another Successful Year for Team FFC!
Team FFC participated in August’s New Balance Falmouth Road Race (NBFRR), raising over $11,000 to support the Foundation’s
ongoing efforts. The funds collected by the team of fifteen runners will be used to support our scholarship program, parent
support groups, workshops and seminars and distribution of our videos. Thank you to all those who supported Team FFC
with their contributions. FFC is privileged to acquire bibs through NBFRR’s Numbers for Nonprofits Program which stipulates
that each runner must raise at least $750 each for their charity. If you are interested in making a commitment to fundraise by
running with Team FFC in the August 21, 2016 NBFRR, please email roadrace@facesofchildren.org. Once we are assigned
our bibs (we are applying for 10), we will respond to your email to confirm your interest and provide registration details.
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PACES FOR FACES 2015, continued from page 1

He continued, “We are very excited to announce the date for
next year’s 20th Annual Paces for Faces Walk and Family Picnic
which will be on Sunday, September 25, 2016! This milestone
anniversary walk will be extra special and we encourage everyone to join us.”
Congratulations and thank you to this year’s Walk Committee
for their tireless work before, during and after the walk. It takes a
strong, committed team of individuals working together to stage
the walk each year: managing registration, arranging for and serving
food and refreshments, soliciting raffle and auction donations,
planning various children’s activities, and much more. This year’s
team of volunteers included Ann-Marie Rogers, Patricia Connery,
Monir Sakha, Liz and Logan O’Keefe, Jennifer Dodwell, Peter
Galvin, and Tara Grenier with support from many others. Thank
you to the members of the FFC Board of Directors who worked

2015

Walk

Family Picnic
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alongside committee members on the day of the event as well as to
all those who volunteered on that day to ensure the walk’s success.
A special thank you to our Kohl’s Cares volunteers as well. If
you are interested in serving on next year’s walk committee or
volunteering to help the day of the walk, let us know. You can
email us at walk@facesofchildren.org or call us at 617-355-8299.
Last, many thanks to the individuals, families and businesses
who donated to this year’s raffle and silent auction which raised
over $3,000. A special thank you also goes to Depuy Synthes
($1,000 bronze level corporate sponsor),
for supporting the 2015 Paces for
Faces Walk and Family Picnic.
We’re looking forward to seeing
each of you next year!

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS, continued from page 1

The Dorothy MacDonald Scholarship
(to honor Dorothy B. MacDonald, RN, who has dedicated her career to
caring for children with craniofacial differences) is awarded to an
applicant seeking a career in the healthcare profession.
The Dr. John B. Mulliken Scholarship
(to honor Dr. John B. Mulliken, founder of the Foundation for Faces of
Children, who has devoted his life to working with and improving the
lives of children born with craniofacial differences) is awarded to an
applicant who demonstrates excellence in academic scholarship
and leadership.

To be considered for a 2016 scholarship award, your application must be received by April 1, 2016. For more information or
to download an application, go to the “Scholarship Information”
link on www.facesofchildren.org under the “For Patients and
Families” tab or call Mary Lania, Scholarship Committee Chair,
evenings or weekends at 781-255-8931.

FFC Welcomes Dr. Ganske to the Team!
Ingrid Ganske, MD, is the 2015-2016 Pediatric Plastic Surgical Fellow at Boston
Children’s Hospital. Ingrid comes to the field of plastic surgery from a background
in design, having studied architecture at Princeton University and worked in an
architecture firm in New York City before deciding to pursue a medical career.
While a student at Harvard Medical School, Ingrid rotated at Children’s Hospital,
which piqued her interest in pediatric plastic surgery and ultimately led her to plastic
surgical residency training. She completed her residency in the Harvard Combined
Plastic Surgery Residency. In her chief year, she was elected to serve as resident
representative on the residency’s Executive Committee, and she won the residency
teaching award for her dedication to educating junior residents.
During her fellowship year, Ingrid is doing a combination of clinical training and
research. She has been working with Dr. Mulliken on evaluating long-term growth and
change in cleft-lip dimensions, revision rates following cleft-lip repair, and evaluation
Dr. Ganske with husband Chris and twin daughters
of soft tissue post-operative changes using 3D photography. Clinically, she has particular Maeve and Charlotte.
interests in cleft care, complex soft tissue reconstruction, microtia, and facial paralysis.
Ingrid’s husband, Chris Looney, is an attorney at the WilmerHale firm in Boston. They have twin daughters, Maeve and
Charlotte, now 14 months old. Ingrid herself was around their age when her father, also a plastic surgeon, trained with
Dr. Mulliken in Boston. She counts herself among the many young people who have been affected in some way by Dr. Mulliken’s
dedication to the art and science of surgery.
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The Foundation for Faces of Children is dedicated to improving the lives of children with craniofacial
differences, including cleft lip, cleft palate, and other head and facial conditions. Our mission is to:
• Provide patients and families with the most accurate, up-to-date, and accessible information about
facial differences.
• Advocate for the best care possible for children with facial differences.
We achieve this by:
• Collaborating with leading specialists.
• Endorsing the team approach to care.
• Partnering with individuals and organizations with similar goals.
We are a not-for-profit organization entirely supported by private donations, grants, and fund-raising
initiatives. Please contact us if you would like to participate in or sponsor a fundraising event.
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